Exploring the Titanic
Questions pages 1-17



Pick 4 of the following questions to answer.
· Compile a list of Robert Ballard's training.

· Look in the glossary on page 62.  Find a word that is new to you.  Use it in a sentence.

· Explain what the Titan is and tell what the Titan and the Titanic have in common.

· Describe in detail what happened with the New York.  

· Make a list comparing the Titanic to two other large structures.  Have at least 5 points under each heading of your list.
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Questions pages 18-29
· Look at the picture on page 24.  Pick one person from the picture.  Describe the person so that I will be able to identify him/her when I look at the picture.  Use your creativity to write 1-2 paragraphs describing what happened to that person in the moments leading up and following the instant captured in the picture.  

· Make a list of 5 - 10 compound words found on pages 18-29.

· Make a list of 5 events that led up to the sinking of the Titanic.
· Pretend that you are the wireless operator on the Titanic.   Write a description, from your perspective, of the 24 hours that led to the sinking of the ship.  What were you doing?  How were you feeling?   Be as descriptive as possible.  Use sight, taste, smell, touch and hearing in your description.  Write AT LEAST three paragraphs.  
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Questions for pages 30-37  -  Answer 3 of these 4
1.  Ballard likens towing the SAR torpedo to towing a kite on a two and a half-mile string.  What did he mean by that?  Can you come up with another analogy to describe the situation?

2.  Look at the scale drawing on page 35.  There are descriptions of 6 depths there.   What do you think it would be like to go past 1,500 feet where there is no light?  Write a paragraph to explain, then draw a picture of a fish you think you might find at 1 mile.  

3.  How do you think the crew was feeling towards the end of their search, before they found the ship?  Would you have wanted to be a crew member on that ship?  What would be the most challenging part of working there?  What would be the most enjoyable part?  Write a paragraph or two to explain.  

4.  The pressure at 12,460 feet is 6,000 pounds per square inch.  How would you build a searching device to withstand that pressure?  What would it be made of?   What materials would you not be able to use?  Draw a picture with descriptions, write a paragraph, or make a chart.
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Questions - pages 38 – 49

Answer these first two questions, and then pick two of the last four.

How was Ballard feeling when he wrote, "I was trapped inside a sardine can on my hands and knees staring at nothing but mud."  Use touch, taste, smell, sight and hearing in your one-paragraph description.  

Compare the two pictures on pages 44 and 45.  Pick one part of the pictures and formulate a theory to describe how it went from shiny and new to broken and rusty.  Was it in the sinking, or in the years after?  Write a paragraph from the viewpoint of that piece of the ship.

Pick two of the following.

*  Ballard writes, "It was almost as if the blood of the ship lay in pools on the ocean floor."  What does he mean by that?  Why did he choose to compare it to blood?

*  Ballard and his team had problems with the battery on the sub.  Write a paragraph describing how they might have fixed it.  

*  Why is seeing the chandelier so important to Ballard?

*Draw a detailed, colored and labeled picture of J.J. and describe how it works.  
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Questions   pages 50-end

Pick 4 questions

1. On page 54 Ballard writes that he made a promise to not bring anything back from the Titanic.  Why do you think that he decided to do that?  Write a paragraph to explain.

2. Do you think that Ballard was right to explore the ship?  Should he have just left it alone?  What about the group that he mentions on page 60?  Were they right to take things from the ship?  Why?  What is another way that we could have learned about the ship?
Write two paragraphs to answer this question.  

3. Find 3 facts and 3 opinions from this section.  List them in a chart

4. Why were the shoes a powerful image for Ballard and his team?  Write 2 - 4 sentences to explain.

5. Does Ballard's theory about how the Titanic sank seem like a good one?  Are there any flaws in it?  Do you think that it could have happened differently?  Write a paragraph or two to explain.

