

Shackleton pages 1 – 9

Going to Antarctica was Shackleton’s dream.  Where do you dream of going?  If you could go exploring, where would you go?  Convince me that this place is worth exploring.  Write 2-3 paragraphs.   

Shackleton pages 10 – 23

Write a paragraph or two to describe the whaling station.  Use all five senses in your description.  

Think about the original mission of the Imperial Trans Antarctic Expedition.  What were they heading south to accomplish?  Now, think about the ice they are meeting up with.  How is it going to change their plans?  How are they keeping entertained?  Write a paragraph to explain.  

Finally, here is a math problem for you.  Look at the last paragraph on page 22.  Write a fraction in lowest terms – or a percent – to show the ratio between how far the ship had come from England in relationship to how far they still had to go.  

Shackleton pages 24 - 38

Using words and diagrams, describe why there are 24 hours of daylight in Antarctica during their summer and 24 hours of darkness during their winter.  Also, explain why it is winter here while it is summer there.

The men find many more ways of entertaining themselves in this section.  Describe at least five things that they did to keep themselves busy.  What would you have done to keep from getting bored while stuck in the ice?  Write 2 paragraphs for your answer.  

The men are still hopeful that they will be freed from the ice.  Describe their plan to get freed from the ice pack.  Write a paragraph to explain.  

Shackleton pages 39 – 47

Answer each of the following questions.  

Imagine the despair of these men as they watch the Endurance sink.  They are stranded on the bottom of the earth with no way home.  Write a 3-paragraph journal entry (or series of journal entries) from the perspective of one of the crewmembers.  Tell about the days leading up the sinking and of the actual sinking from that person’s perspective.  Use examples from the book to support your writing.  

On pages 46-47 Shackleton tells Hussey, “Look after it (your banjo).  We shall need it.”  Why do you think Shackleton thinks the banjo will be needed?  Write a paragraph to explain your theory.  

Pick one picture from the book thus far.  Draw your own copy of it on a piece of plain paper.  Next, write 1-2 paragraphs, in your own words, to explain what was happening when the picture was taken.  

Shackleton pages 48 - 54

Answer two of these three questions.  

If you had to give up everything you own except for 2-pounds of stuff what would you keep and why?  Make a list and write 1-2 paragraphs to explain.

Draw a picture using colored pencils (30 minutes minimum) or write a paragraph or two to predict what will happen next.  

Copy a passage from pages 48 – 54 that does not have picture to go along with it. Use colored pencils to illustrate the scene.  (30 minute minimum.)

Shackleton pages 55 - 65

Answer two of these three questions.  

Shackleton displays great leadership through some real adversity (hard times) in these two chapters.  Write 2 paragraphs explaining how he proved that he is a great leader.  Cite AT LEAST three examples from the book that demonstrate his skills as a leader.  Use quotation marks when you copy the pertinent passages out of the book.  

Illustrate the most treacherous scene from these two chapters.  Use colored pencils.  Spend AT LEAST 30 minutes on your picture.    

Pick a member of the crew. Write a series of journal entries to illustrate his time at Ocean Camp.  Be specific.  Be detailed.  Use the five senses.  Use examples from the book.  Be realistic.  Make me believe it was really written by a crewmember.  Write AT LEAST three paragraphs. 

Shackleton pages 66 - 71

Answer one of these two questions.  

Pick the most difficult situation from today’s reading.  Either write in detail about your own feelings and reaction to it, or write a detailed crewmember’s journal entry about the incident.  Include emotion as well as the senses.  Make your writing vivid.  Your response should be roughly one page in length.  

Shackleton pages 72 - 77

Answer these questions.  

Use drawings and/or writing to describe how these men were able to navigate.

Hurley writes, “ The casual observer might think the Explorer is a frozen-hearted individual…(but) hunger brings us to the level of other species.”  What does he mean by that?  Write a paragraph to explain.  

Later he adds. That they justify their diet with the “rationale of experience.”  What does this line mean?  Write a few sentences or a paragraph to explain.  

Finally, do you think that their circumstance justifies what they are doing to survive?  Write 1-2 paragraphs to defend your answer.  

Shackleton pages 77 - 89

No pictures were taken in today’s section because of the wet and dangerous conditions that Shackleton’s crew was enduring.  Pick a single line from these pages.  Copy the line on the bottom of the page, and then illustrate it with a picture.  Draw your picture with colored pencils.  Do quality work.  

Shackleton pages 90 - 93

Answer one of these two questions.

Describe Elephant Island in detail and tell why it is such a terrible place.  

Describe, in your own words, how picking who would go and who would not go on the boat journey helped to prove that Shackleton was such a strong leader.  

Shackleton pages 94 - 108

Answer one of these two questions.

Illustrate a scene from the open boat journey.  Spend at least 30 minutes on your drawing.  Use colored pencils.  

Pick one of the crew from the open boat journey.  Write excerpts of their journal entry.  1-2 pages.    

Shackleton pages 109 - 117

Answer three of these four questions.

Draw your own relief map of their crossing of South Georgia Island.  Include all points of interest such as meal breaks and mountain passes.

Write 1-2 paragraphs describing what kept Shackleton going.  He was exhausted and weak and hungry.   What motivated him?

Think back to the men on Elephant Island, as well as the men in King Haakon Bay.  Why do they have so much faith in Shackleton?  Why did they not just give up and try to rescue themselves?  Write 1-2 paragraphs.

Why did Shackleton decide to take the risk of sliding down the mountain when he knew that it was so dangerous that if they hit a rock or a crevasse or a cliff they would all die?  Write 1 – 2 paragraphs to explain.  

Shackleton pages 118 - end

Finish the book and write a one-paragraph summary of the final pages.  

Next, go back over the entire book.  Pick the five most memorable moments form the text.  Make a list of them.  Finally, write two - three paragraphs explaining why you picked these events.  
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